
The Porcupine and the Curious Boy – Key
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Readers key

Answers for Questions, pages 2-3

 1 PRE: The man and the boy are in a forest. The boy is looking at 
an animal.

 2 POST: They want to go to the waterfall because Homer 
believes there are many animals there. Homer is a ranger.

Answers for Questions, pages 4-5
 1 PRE: Herbert is chasing an animal.

 2 POST: The porcupine has spikes which can hurt Herbert.

Answers for Questions, pages 6-7
 1 PRE: The porcupine is hiding in the grass. It is scared and 

tired.

 2 POST: Herbert is curious because he has never seen a 
porcupine before. His father advised him to stay close to him 
because there are many wild animals in the forest.

Answers for Questions, pages 8-9
 1 PRE: The animals are different. The porcupine is in the tree.

 2 POST: Porcupines attack other animals and people. 
Porcupines climb trees and usually live there. They only eat 
plants and the bark from trees. Hedgehogs are friendly. When 
they are scared, they roll up into a ball to defend themselves, 
but they won’t attack you. They eat insects. Hedgehogs are 
smaller than porcupines.

Answers for Questions, pages 10-11
 1 PRE: Herbert is crying because he hurt his hand. He is showing 

his hand to his father.

 2 POST: Herbert was in pain. He is scared and upset.

Answers for Questions, pages 12-13
 1 PRE: There was a spike in his hand. His father is using 

tweezers to pull the spike out.

 2 POST: Herbert promised he would never touch another forest 
animal again.

Answers for Questions, pages 14-15
 1 PRE: Herbert is happy because his father pulled the spike out.

 2 POST: Herbert learned that we must listen to our parents and 
not let curiosity get the better of us.

Activities key

Activities for pages 2-3

 2 1 b 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 a

 3 1 forest
  2 excited

  3 waterfall
  4 bushes

Audioscript
Herbert is going to the forest for the first time with his father. He is 
going to learn about the forest animals. He is very excited. Herbert 
has to go to the waterfall to see the animals. He has to go there on 
foot because they can’t drive there. As they walk down a path, they 
see a spiked animal in the bushes.

Activities for pages 4-5 

 5 2 a 3 b

 6 2 d 3 a 4 e 5 b 

Activities for pages 6-7 

 8 2 wild animals
  3 curious

  4 sharp
  5 stay close to

 9 2 to leave   3 to worry   4 to be

Activities for pages 8-9 

 11 2 B - hedgehog
  3 A - porcupine

  4 B - hedgehog

 12 A 1 animals
   2 trees
   3 eats
   4 bark
   5 hurt

  B 1 spikes
   2 rolls
   3 defend
   4 friendly
   5 insects

Audioscript
The porcupine can attack other animals and people. It climbs trees 
and lives there. It only eats plants. It also likes eating tree bark. 
Porcupines have spikes they use to hurt anyone who tries to touch 
them. The hedgehog has spikes, too, but it doesn’t attack. It rolls 
up in a ball to defend itself when in danger. Hedgehogs are friendly 
animals. They are smaller than porcupines and they eat insects.

Activities for pages 10-11 

 14 2 pain 3 pet 4 fell back 5 hand

 15 2 Right 3 Wrong 4 Wrong 5 Right

Activities for pages 12-13 

 17 1 a 2 b

 18 2 ... he would never touch another animal again.  
  3 ... not to move.
  4 ... he had to pull out the spike.

Activities for pages 14-15 

 20 1 listen to your parents 4 forest animals aren’t pets
  2 walk on the path 5 don’t touch the wild animals
  3 have a first aid kit

CLIL: SCIENCE 

 21 a 4 b 5 c 1 d 2 e 3


